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the Americans, and regards their commercial prosperity
as favourable to his policy. The independence of America
is one of France's chief titles to fame; at a later date the
Emperor took pleasure in aggrandising the United States;
and whatever the circumstances, he will always consider
anything that increases the prosperity of that country, and
ensures its happiness, as associated with his interests and
his dearest affections.

[CORRESP., xxi, 16743. cf. No. 182. For the Non-Intercourse Act of
March i, v. No. 201. In May, Napoleon had published the Rambouillet
decree, ordering the seizure and sale of all American ships. Soon after-
wards he heard of the temporary lifting of the American embargo by
a law of May i.]
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TO PRINCE EUGENE, VICEROY OF ITALY

SAINT-CLOUD, August 23, 1810.

I HAVE received your letter of August 14. All the raw
silk from the Kingdom of Italy goes to England, for there
are no silk factories in Germany. It is therefore quite natural
that I should wish to divert it from this route to the advan-
tage of my French manufacturers: otherwise my silk fac-
tories, one of the chief supports of French commerce, would
suffer substantial losses. I cannot agree with your observa-
tions. My principle is France first. You must never lose
sight of the fact that, if English commerce is supreme on the
high seas, it is due to her sea power: it is therefore to be
expected that, as France is the strongest land power, she
should claim commercial supremacy on the continent: it is
indeed our only hope. And isn't it better for Italy to come
to the help of France, in such an important matter as this,
than to be covered with Customs Houses? For it would be
short-sighted not to recognise that Italy owes her indepen-
dence to France; that it was won by French blood and